
Hoboken Public Schools 
 

World Language Curriculum 
Grades K-2 

 

 
 
 

  



World Language K-2  HOBOKEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
Course Description 
 
World Languages are an indispensable, vital component of any substantial program of education. 
The students of the Hoboken Public School District, the future of this community, will need to 
communicate in more than one language to live and work in a culturally diverse society and 
prosper in a global economy. Therefore, learning world languages is an essential goal for these 
students. 

 
 
World Language education in our educational institutions will equip our children with a better 
understanding of other people and an awareness of different cultures. It will increase their 
appreciation for the diversification of cultures that is part of their everyday life. 

 
 
The exemplary world language program originates in Kindergarten and progresses uninterrupted. 
As students embark on a study of world languages at younger ages, it is pivotal to design programs 
that take into account the varying requirements and developmental stages that constitute purposeful 
criteria for young learners at different grade levels. 

 
 
This 21st century World Language curriculum is designed to develop the vocabulary to speak, read and 
write in the target language accurately, and to develop the appreciation of a particular foreign culture. 
Students are encouraged to speak in the target language as often as possible in the classroom. This will 
help them to understand the spoken and written word without mentally translating. Students will have 
the exposure necessary to develop their proficiency levels through the use of short stories, magazines 
and advertisements read in the language they are learning. Internet and multimedia projects will also be 
integrated in the curriculum to keep the student both interested and current in today’s technological 
society. 

 
Course Resources 
 

Ø Skim and scan culturally authentic audio, video, or written text from electronic information 
sources and other sources to identify information about people (e.g. physical characteristics, 
personality qualities, and age). 

Ø Videos in a wide-range of languages: http://dotsub.com/ 
Ø Search youtube.com in the target language using key words related to the targeted theme. 
Ø Click on preferences at: http://www.bing.com/  
Ø Internet television from around the world: In some cases the sites have short archived video clips 

that may be appropriate for some of the targeted themes. 
 
 
 
 
 



Pacing Guide 
 

Units Time Period 
All About Me 5-6 Weeks  
School Days  5-6 Weeks  

Home Sweet Home 5-6 Weeks  
Food  5-6 Weeks  

Celebrations  5-6 Weeks  
 
 
Unit 1 – All About Me  
Unit 1  
5-6 Weeks  
Unit 1 Overview  
In this unit students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore physical 
characteristics and personality qualities and examine what they share in common with members of the 
target culture. They understand that their experiences help shape their personal identity. (Assessment of 
the interpretive mode may be in English; however, the text is always in the target language.) 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How can I better understand when I do not know everything I read and hear. 
Ø How can I talk to someone in another language when I am just starting to learn it? 
Ø How will help my classmates, my teacher and others understand me better? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will explore that even though I don’t know all the words that are written I can 
figure out the main idea by paying attention to titles, pictures and familiar expressions 

Ø Students will discover that I can only talk about things that I have practiced saying. 
Using pictures, movement and acting words out can help my classmates, my teacher 
and others understand me. 

Ø Students will be able to Listen for familiar words and watching the speaker for clues may 
help me figure out what the speaker is saying. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital 

applications and identify the advantages and disadvantages of using 
each. 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, museums). 

8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
 
 



 
Standards Addressed: 
7.1.NM.A.
1	

Recognize	familiar	spoken	or	written	words	and	phrases	
contained	in	culturally	authentic	materials	using	electronic	
information	and	other	sources	related	to	targeted	themes.		

7.1.NM.A.
2	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	simple,	oral	and	written	
directions,	commands,	and	requests	through	appropriate	
physical	response.	

7.1.NM.A.
3	

Recognize	a	few	common	gestures	and	cultural	practices	
associated	with	the	target	culture(s).	

7.1.NM.A.
4	

Identify	familiar	people,	places,	and	objects	based	on	
simple	oral	and/or	written	descriptions.	

7.1.NM.A.
5	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	brief	oral	and	written	
messages	using	age-	and	level-appropriate,	culturally	
authentic	materials	on	familiar	topics.	

 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Discussion  
Ø Oral Presentation  
Ø Essay Writing  
Ø Conversation Café’  
Ø End of Unit Assessments 
Ø Daily End of Class Exit Tickets  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 2 – School Days   
Unit 2  
5-6 Weeks  
Unit 2 Overview  
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to examine different classrooms 
while indicating where things are located in a classroom and identifying cultural products and practices 



related to school.  (Assessment of the interpretive mode may be in English; however, the text is always in 
the target language.) 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How can I better understand when I do not know everything I read and hear. 
Ø How can I talk to someone in another language when I am just starting to learn it? 
Ø How will help my classmates, my teacher and others understand me better? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will explore that even though I don’t know all the words that are written I can 
figure out the main idea by paying attention to titles, pictures and familiar expressions 

Ø Students will discover that I can only talk about things that I have practiced saying. 
Using pictures, movement and acting words out can help my classmates, my teacher 
and others understand me. 

Ø Students will be able to Listen for familiar words and watching the speaker for clues may 
help me figure out what the speaker is saying. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital 

applications and identify the advantages and disadvantages of using 
each. 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, museums). 

8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
 
 
 
Standards Addressed: 
7.1.NM.A.
1	

Recognize	familiar	spoken	or	written	words	and	phrases	
contained	in	culturally	authentic	materials	using	electronic	
information	and	other	sources	related	to	targeted	themes.		

7.1.NM.A.
2	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	simple,	oral	and	written	
directions,	commands,	and	requests	through	appropriate	
physical	response.	

7.1.NM.A.
3	

Recognize	a	few	common	gestures	and	cultural	practices	
associated	with	the	target	culture(s).	

7.1.NM.A.
4	

Identify	familiar	people,	places,	and	objects	based	on	
simple	oral	and/or	written	descriptions.	

7.1.NM.A.
5	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	brief	oral	and	written	
messages	using	age-	and	level-appropriate,	culturally	



authentic	materials	on	familiar	topics.	
 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Discussion  
Ø Oral Presentation  
Ø Essay Writing  
Ø Conversation Café’  
Ø End of Unit Assessments 
Ø Daily End of Class Exit Tickets  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 3 – Home Sweet Home  
Unit 3  
5-6 Weeks  
Unit 3 Overview  
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore how homes in the home 
and target culture are similar and different by examining the design and contents of homes. (Assessment 
of the interpretive mode may be in English; however, the text is always in the target language.) 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How can I better understand when I do not know everything I read and hear. 
Ø How can I talk to someone in another language when I am just starting to learn it? 
Ø How will help my classmates, my teacher and others understand me better? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will explore that even though I don’t know all the words that are written I can 
figure out the main idea by paying attention to titles, pictures and familiar expressions 

Ø Students will discover that I can only talk about things that I have practiced saying. 
Using pictures, movement and acting words out can help my classmates, my teacher 
and others understand me. 

Ø Students will be able to Listen for familiar words and watching the speaker for clues may 



help me figure out what the speaker is saying. 
 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital 

applications and identify the advantages and disadvantages of using 
each. 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, museums). 

8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
 
 
 
Standards Addressed: 
7.1.NM.A.
1	

Recognize	familiar	spoken	or	written	words	and	phrases	
contained	in	culturally	authentic	materials	using	electronic	
information	and	other	sources	related	to	targeted	themes.		

7.1.NM.A.
2	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	simple,	oral	and	written	
directions,	commands,	and	requests	through	appropriate	
physical	response.	

7.1.NM.A.
3	

Recognize	a	few	common	gestures	and	cultural	practices	
associated	with	the	target	culture(s).	

7.1.NM.A.
4	

Identify	familiar	people,	places,	and	objects	based	on	
simple	oral	and/or	written	descriptions.	

7.1.NM.A.
5	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	brief	oral	and	written	
messages	using	age-	and	level-appropriate,	culturally	
authentic	materials	on	familiar	topics.	

 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Discussion  
Ø Oral Presentation  
Ø Essay Writing  
Ø Conversation Café’  
Ø End of Unit Assessments 
Ø Daily End of Class Exit Tickets  

 



 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 4 – Food   
Unit 4  
5-6 Weeks  
Unit 4 Overview  
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore cultural products and 
practices related to foods in the home and target cultures. (Assessment of the interpretive mode may be 
in English; however, the text is always in the target language.) 
 
In this unit students are learning about food products and practices in the Spanish-speaking world. During 
the first part of this unit students will be learning about some foods that come from the Spanish-speaking 
world, and exchanging information about food preferences. 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How can I better understand when I do not know everything I read and hear. 
Ø How can I talk to someone in another language when I am just starting to learn it? 
Ø How will help my classmates, my teacher and others understand me better? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will explore that even though I don’t know all the words that are written I can 
figure out the main idea by paying attention to titles, pictures and familiar expressions 

Ø Students will discover that I can only talk about things that I have practiced saying. 
Using pictures, movement and acting words out can help my classmates, my teacher 
and others understand me. 

Ø Students will be able to Listen for familiar words and watching the speaker for clues may 
help me figure out what the speaker is saying. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital 

applications and identify the advantages and disadvantages of using 
each. 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, museums). 

8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 



 
 
 
Standards Addressed: 
7.1.NM.A.
1	

Recognize	familiar	spoken	or	written	words	and	phrases	
contained	in	culturally	authentic	materials	using	electronic	
information	and	other	sources	related	to	targeted	themes.		

7.1.NM.A.
2	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	simple,	oral	and	written	
directions,	commands,	and	requests	through	appropriate	
physical	response.	

7.1.NM.A.
3	

Recognize	a	few	common	gestures	and	cultural	practices	
associated	with	the	target	culture(s).	

7.1.NM.A.
4	

Identify	familiar	people,	places,	and	objects	based	on	
simple	oral	and/or	written	descriptions.	

7.1.NM.A.
5	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	brief	oral	and	written	
messages	using	age-	and	level-appropriate,	culturally	
authentic	materials	on	familiar	topics.	

 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Discussion  
Ø Oral Presentation  
Ø Essay Writing  
Ø Conversation Café’  
Ø End of Unit Assessments 
Ø Daily End of Class Exit Tickets  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
Unit 5 – Celebrations   
Unit 5 
5-6 Weeks  
Unit 5 Overview  
Students use the target language in the three modes of communication to explore cultural celebrations in 
the home and target cultures focusing on who celebrates what, when, and with whom. They examine the 



relationship between dress and specific celebrations. (Assessment of the interpretive mode may be in 
English; however, the text is always in the target language.) 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How can I better understand when I do not know everything I read and hear. 
Ø How can I talk to someone in another language when I am just starting to learn it? 
Ø How will help my classmates, my teacher and others understand me better? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will explore that even though I don’t know all the words that are written I can 
figure out the main idea by paying attention to titles, pictures and familiar expressions 

Ø Students will discover that I can only talk about things that I have practiced saying. 
Using pictures, movement and acting words out can help my classmates, my teacher 
and others understand me. 

Ø Students will be able to Listen for familiar words and watching the speaker for clues may 
help me figure out what the speaker is saying. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital 

applications and identify the advantages and disadvantages of using 
each. 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 
environments (i.e. games, museums). 

8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
 
 
 
Standards Addressed: 
7.1.NM.A.
1	

Recognize	familiar	spoken	or	written	words	and	phrases	
contained	in	culturally	authentic	materials	using	electronic	
information	and	other	sources	related	to	targeted	themes.		

7.1.NM.A.
2	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	simple,	oral	and	written	
directions,	commands,	and	requests	through	appropriate	
physical	response.	

7.1.NM.A.
3	

Recognize	a	few	common	gestures	and	cultural	practices	
associated	with	the	target	culture(s).	

7.1.NM.A.
4	

Identify	familiar	people,	places,	and	objects	based	on	
simple	oral	and/or	written	descriptions.	

7.1.NM.A.
5	

Demonstrate	comprehension	of	brief	oral	and	written	
messages	using	age-	and	level-appropriate,	culturally	
authentic	materials	on	familiar	topics.	



 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Discussion  
Ø Oral Presentation  
Ø Essay Writing  
Ø Conversation Café’  
Ø End of Unit Assessments 
Ø Daily End of Class Exit Tickets  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 


